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CEE EEE EEE Sa 
To the Honourable Houle of 
COMMONS 
Aſſembled in Parliament, 


UF i CG: 0- tb. 


| SEN verturedto preach before ſach a grave and judicious Senate: 
$ coram cam multis viris, & tam paucis hominibus. Azd fromthe ſame jeajye 144 
; Principle it is, that I now preſent the Sermon to 4 more pablikg VIEW, miracula 
© Thetime allotted for the making of it was ſo fhort { by reaſon of your more facere. 
a feriqns affaires ) that it might have keene a ſufficient Apology, to excuſe Luther, 

'_ boththe preaching and priming of i, had not pure Obedience juſtly ſilenced 

5 allſuch Apologies. And now it is printed, the Sermon it ſelfe is ſopaere and 
_c- meai, that it may fitly be auſwered ta me, what Apelles ance did toa Pain- 

V' rer,who having drawn many Lines, in a little Space of time, and boaſting 

* 70 Apclles that he had done ſo manch in ſo ſhort a time ; it was replied, That 

© he wondered that he had drawn no more But yet howſoever, my hum- 

i) blerequeftis, T hat yow would accept ef this poore Mite, this little Goats- 

' - haize, which your commands ( like a Mid: wife ) have brought into the 

| warld, And indeed the kinde emtertainment it found in the hearing, and 

X _ acknowledgement of your Thanks { farre above all expectation 

or drſert Jafterwarat, is.an. abundantly ſufficient incitc ment againſt all 

, 4:ſconragement. whatſoever. The. ſubjett of rhe Sermons of great COHm 

- cernment, 1t is about the ruine aud repaite of Kingdoms and Nations ; 2 

> matzer ſutable for you that are the repreſentative Body of the Kingdom. 
- Sinrumes Kingdoms. When Nicephorus Phocas had built a mighty Wall 

. abont his Palace for his defenſe, he heard a voyce in the night, crying, :v 

Pagnniv, fas Uiois ad Tery iws. pave, idly mw water Wwikwng tf Ong. 
Though thou buildff thy wats as high as heaven. ſin is within, andthis will 
eaſily batter down thywals, Sin is he a Traytor in our own boſoms, that 
will qpenthe gates to the enimy. Sin weakens onr hands, and makes thens- 
rrapt io fight ; Sin taketh away the courage of our hearts, It was not the. 


eA2. | )21244 ſtrength, 


Gen Rey, \ 


M al'ers 0- 


—J 


| trength of Ai that overcame the Iiraclites, but Achans fin, Sincauſerh 
. Clin, 4 great eArmy to be overtome by a little one, The Army of the Syrians 
24-2; Caine with a ſmall company of men,and the Lord delivered a very great 
hoit into their hand, becauſe they had forſaken che Lord God of theic 
Fathers. The fins of England are the enimics of England. Theſe be- 
leaguer our Wals, and are as ſo many Canaanites alwayes riſing up in rebel. T 
lion againſt us.” But now on the contrary, Repentance and Reformation re- 
paires and uphoids Kingdoms and Nations : this is their Fortreſſe and 
7 ower of defenſe ; their CAlſunition, Armour,and Wall of Braſſeto defend 
'Þ thezs, Rightcouſneſle exalteth a Nation, but finne is a reproach to 
rov.!4, ; | 
34 any People. The Lord in mercy ruinate our ſimnes, and not the Nation ! 
the ſame Lord work a Nationall Reformation, and make you his Inſtru- 
ments #1 this great work! Much hath beene done by you this way alrea- 
ay (which is ac nowledged in this enſuing diſcourſe, with great thank falls 
reſfſe ) The Lord exable you to perfet what you have begun, He that- is 
| the Finiſher of our faith, finiſhthis much deſired Reformation ! It 75 very 
| obſervable, that when God raiſed up Magiſtrates, ſuch as Nehemiah, 
Zerubbabel, and others, to pity Sienthat lay inthe duſt, and to repairs her 
| breaches : at the ſame time he raiſed ap Prophets alſo, ſuch as Haggai, 
| Zechariah, and ethers, to ſtrengthen the hands of the C Magiſtrates, and 
to encourage them in fo noble a ſervice : and therefore it is expreſly ſaid, 
4 Ef, 5,14 Then the Prophers, Haggai and Zechariah propheſied unto the Jewes 
| thar werein J#dah and Jeruſalem in the Name of the God of [ſrael, 
even unto them. Then (and not before) roſe up Zerubbabel and Jeſhua, 
| and brean ro build the houſe of God which is at Fersſalem; and with 
pH them were the Prophets of God helping them. eAndEzra 6.14, The 
Elders of the Jewes builded, and they proſpered through the prophe- 
ſying of HaggaithePropher, and Zechariah the ſonne of Iddo ; and 
they builded and finiſhed it, according'to the.Commandment of the 
God of Iſtacl,&t. By both theſe Texts it appeares,\that the Magiſtrates 
began ard finiſhed the reparations of Gods Houſe, by the help of the Pro- 
phets of God. Suffer me therefore ( as divers ethers have done before ) 
the unworthieft of all Gods Mmiſters, according to my duty and place; to 
f » 


——_—_ 


a __ ec 


beſeech and exhort you to the conſummation of thoſe bleſſed good things 
whichyon have begun to doe for the (hnrch of God mm England. And the 
Ged of all bleſſings bleſſe you and yours. ' SLLCIND 
| | PG IM) So prayeth FSA 
Your muchebliged 
©*--* -*- » "$pirituall Servant, 
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A Sermon preached at a Faſt before the Honourable 

p X Houſe of Common, , 


*Y ts 0g ($3.2:8 18, 7,8,09, ID. ITO 
At what inflant 1 ſhall ſpeak, concerning a Nation, ayd concer- 
ning 4 Kingdewe to placke ap , ad to pull downe , and to de. 
roy it. | | 
tf wc Nation againſt whons I hive pronounced turn from their 
evill, I will repent of the ewill that 1 thenght 20 do unto thens, 
And at what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpears concerning a Nation , and 
concerning a Kingadome, to build and to plant it. 
Tf it doe evill wn my fight, that it obey not -my woice, then I will 
repent of the good wherewith I [aid I would benefit them, 
2. ne. wan His Text moy bily bee calleda looking: glaſfe for 
Sh= AY England and Ircland , or for any other Kirgdome 


A” 
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+ 


" whatſoever, wherein God almighty dec];res was 
he can do with Natonps and | 354 2 bt 
£ he will doe. 3.245 
=> . 1, Whathe candoe. Hecan buildandplane'a 
17 7-0 Nation, and he can plucke up , pull dowae, and 
dcfiroy a.Nation, And when a Kingdome is in the depth of miſery, he 
can in an inſtant, if he bur ſpeake the word,,, raiſe it up.ro the top of 
Fagpinelle, and whenit is in the beighr and Zcanith ot happineſie, he 
can inanother inſtant ſpeake 2 ward, andgthrow it downe again into an 
Abyſle of miſcry. WES | 
2. Whar he will doe. God will not alwaies uſe his'Prerogartive,þur 
he will firſt ſpeake before he ſtrikes, he will ficit pronounce. judgement Verſc7s - 
before he executcth judgement, And.if that Nation againk. which h« Ver/.8. 
hath prenounced the evill of panifkmecar curne from choir evillot Ferſ.8 
fin, then will Godrepent of the evill he intended roduc unto them'; x 
And nor onely.ſo, but he will build; and plaat thar Nation, and of a Ve erſ-9 - 
; barrenwildern«fle, make it a fraitfull Paradiſe, But.if that Nation do Ft e7{.10s 
evill in Gods fight, and;will pot obey his yoice , thea will God repent 
of the go0nd wherewtith he would have benefired rhem, and pull downe 
what he hath built, and plucke' up-what he hath plamed, and of a ftuit- 
full Paradiſc,make- it a.barren wilderncfle. | | 
By all this-ir appeares, That as this day is a Nationall day , and this 
Honourable Afmnblya Nationall Aſembly:$o this Text is a Natio- 
ſ » gall Text., every way ſutable for the occafion-about which we are met, 


TheLord make it as profitable to,you as.it is ſurable to you. From the 
words thug explaine [ gather.theſe 6 conclufions.: : 
T0 . x. That 


——_— F 


Dot. Is 


Ferſ.2. 


Werſ 4. 
Perſe. 


Dane4- 
34:35. 
Reoſe1.. 


Rom, Il, 
36. 


* x. That Godhath anabſolute power over all Kingdomer apd Nati: 
'ons to pluck them up,pull them downg and deſtroy i 


em ashe pleaſeth, 

2,: Thar though Gott kith his abſolure Pretogarive over Kingdomes 
and Nations, yethe (cldome uſeth'hjs power , bur firſt he gives war- 
ning. . = ETD a. Gs ar he, => Sore © 
| ” If that Kingdome againſt which God hath threatned defiruQi- 
on,repent ard turne from their ey:l]-; God will not onely not deftroy 
that Kingdome, but build it and plant it. Or thus, ; 


_. Nationall repencance , will divert Nationall judgements, and pro- 


cure Nationall bleſſings. 8-4: ADE, TRL 

4- That when God begins to build and plant a Nation, if that Na- 
tion doe evill in Gods fight, Ged will repent ef the good he intended 
to doe unto it, h 

The firſt is this,, That God huh an .independent and 11h mired 
*Prerogative over all Kingdomes and Nations to build them or de- 
roy them as he pleaſeth. This is ſet forth #n the beginning of the 
Chapter by ocular demonſtration ;God bids Jeremy Ariſe and go down: 
to the Potters houſe, &.and when he came there, he bebeld the Porter 
making a veflc1l of clay and breaking it, and making it again another 
veſlell as ſcemed good to the Potter to make it. And God himſelfe 
makes the application; Oh Honſe of Iſrae], Cannot I doe with you as 
this Potter, faith the Lord? Cannot 1 make'you veſſells of honour , or 
diſhonour? cannot I ſaye you, or deſtroy you as I leaſe? Beheld as the 
clay is inthe Potters hand (o are ye in mine hand oh Houſe of Iſrael. 
Becauſe N ebuthida:ter would nor confefle this truth, he was driven to 
ſchool to the beaſts of the field, & he had the heart of an oxe;til he ac- 
knowledged that God det'whatfoeyer he: will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth,and none can Ray his hand, or 
ſay unto him whavdoeſt thou ? - 

This ſupremacy of Gods power, is founded upon that abſolute right 
that God hath over us-as he is our Creator, For he is Jehovah that gives 
beingto all, and receives being from none. Of him and through him, & 
ro him are all things. All creatures are beams from his Sun,drops fram 
his Ocean, 1f I fpeak '(ſaith the text) I in whom all men live, movye 
and have their being z I that made all things out of nothing , and can 
as eaſily turne all things into nothing, if I ſpeaxe, This powcr of God 
over Kingdomes hath two properties, | 

x. It is illimited and-independent,which appeares by three-exprcUT- 
ons inthe text, r, By theſe words, At what inflant , which hold forth 
unto us,that God can'deſtroy a Nation inan inſtantgn the very twinck- 
ling of aneie, Inthe morning the Sun ſhone upon Sodome,but before 
-Night it wasdefiroyed with Fe and brimſtone; The old world was 
drowned (as Luther thigkes) in the anne whey all things began 
tobud and.bloflome. The loud came ſuddenly ſaith Chriſt, ircxme-de 


reperte 


the Hononr able Houſe of Conmenens.” . 3 


repente, according to the vulgar tranſlation of theſe words , when they 

leaſt expeRed it. And on the contrary, God canin an inſtant. make | hem 
2 Nation happy. The Iſralices were in aninſtanc.hrought our of Egypt; Fruſt _ 
and were in one 3nduke (ame dy, of all people moſt miſerable; and of un av/erins 
all gropie moſt happy, as Calvin well obſerveth upontbis text, 2, By & ommun- 
theſe words, 1 fball/peehe.. If God doe but ſpeake to defiroy a Nation , #14*imi. 
it is preſently deſiraicd : He ſpake the word and the world was made, ws 
and if hee ſpeake. the word the world will returne to his firſt y,; a more 
principles, 1/ 1 bring a ſword upon a land , and ſay, ſword goe through that in witaw 
lend, {0 that 1 cut off man and beaft from it. Though the/e three men werein *144«xi1, ſd 
it, as I l;vt ſaith the Lord, thry ſpall deliver neitt.er [025 nor daughters , ec. oft 
Ezck, 14.17,15. On the comray, if God doe but ſpeake te plant a Na- waevexic 
tion, it is planted for Gods bexedicere, is bexefacere. ' 3. This ablolute ſugre em- 
power of God is like wiſe deciphered by three ſynonimicall expreſſions vem #2rre- 
1n the Text,7o pluck up pull down,ard to deflrey.Which three words do in- 7 felici. 
timace, that God hath an illimited Prerogarive over Kingdomes, and ——— 
'thathe can overturne, overturne, overturne them, as it-is ſaid, Ez; k,2.1, equitaretico 
27, Or as Fugo glofleth upon the words, He can pluck up all mercies, 

pull downe all jadgements, and deftroy them, that is , make an utcer 

ruine of them. 2. This pewer of God 1s univerſall. Forthe words run 

in generall , At what inftant1 fhall ſpeake concerning a Nation 

not chis or that, buta Nation indefinitely, There is no Kingdome ex- 

empred from Gods juciſdiftion, or that hath Letters Parents to privi- 

ledgeit. 1f1 ſpeake concerning Jctuſalew, or concerning England &c, 

God is governour of the whole world, all ahke to this heavenly Porter, 

* If Gods power over Kingdomes be ſo large and fo abſolute ; ler all Per. 
the world ftand in awe & nt dare to (in againſt ſuch a mighty and ter- _S 
ible God, | A God before whom all the Nations of the woild are 34 C4. 40.15 
drop of a bucket,and as the (mall duſt of « ballance. And if all Aba, Africa, 
Europe, and Amcrica be bur as the drop of a bucket,whar a litile dro 
of that bucket is one man, though never (o great ? Tf all the world bee 
bur 8s the duſt of the ballance , whart alittle particle of this duſt is one 
man ? Who would 1: feare thee, ob thow King of Nations? Foraſmuch as 
tberc is nenc like cothee , O Lord; thouart great , and thy name is great in Jer.10.6,7 
might. Will ye not feare me ſaith the Lord?7Viite not tremble ag wy preſence Jer, c 2.5, 
which haib chained up the Sea with fetiers of ſand, &c. That ara the God : 
of earthquakes, the Gog of thunder and lightning, a Gad that can caſt 

both body and ſoyle into hell fire, Who art thou,that thou ſhonldeſt be : 
afraid of a man that ſhall dye, and the ſan of man whick ſhall be made Eſa. 51. 
3s grafle > And forgerteſt the Lord thy maker that hath firetched forth 12.13, 
the heavens , and laid the foundations of the earth * Thinke of this 

you that are greater in finne, then in greatnefſe , that make no 0- 

thcr uſe of ,greatnefle , but as of FE atents ro free your ie 
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fromvall- hurtrane' panithments, 2nd to licence you'te make your wills 
you lawes , ard your laffs your'gods; and to commit nor onely 
| _  : prteaia, but worflye, chat are Prfeni maxim's not Optimi maximi, The 
Tort. . grear Jehovah agdinit whom. you finne is greater then the greateſt 3 he 
T inderh Kings 1 chains, arid Nobles wn lincks of iron, He hath 
If, 20,447 Prepared Topher of old; yea for the King it is provided. Hell was made 
" 33" for great thef1 a9 well as poor, Obſerre how reſvfurely and erTphatical'y 
the Prophet ſpeskes, yea for the King it is prepared. Potentes porenter 
. t# quebpntiny. Ingertid | 6:efbcna,t i vitia, orgentza [uppticia, To whom 
God htth given) gre r#ercies, if chey abound with great vices, God wit 

ir fi grear puntthimerifs opon them. Thinke of this you that trample 

the bl-yd of Chriſt vnder your feet by your prodigious oarhe,and ty the 

conternpe of the day, werfhip and fervants of Chrift, The bloud which 

you coritenae, is toblet ther the noble blond char runs in your veins, 

Rev.6:152 It is the blond of the efermiMl God, of thac God before whom the 
16, * ore2e, 25 well as the ſmall, muſt appeare at the great day of judgemenr, 
1 11 whithrerr: ble day, thc Kings of the earth, and the great mengind the 
rith men, and the chiefe Cipraines,and the mighty men will hide them- 

ſelyes iri the dens , 4nd in the rocks of the mountaines, And ſay tothe 
mouriities arid focks fall oh vs , and hide us from the face of him that 

fitteth-6h the T htone, arid from the wrath of the Lamb, &c. They that 

* afc hete cloach'd iti filke and velyet , ſhall with fot the mountainesto 
cover them, which yer fhafl be a poor ſhilter: For the mounraines melt 

& the preſence of the Lord,and the rocks rend afandcr when he isangry, 

They that thade others to fiye awiy from them as innocent Eambes, 
from devouring Wolves, ſhall be afraiCof the wrath'of the Lamb that . 

ftreth onthe Throne, Great men muſt die 4s well as others, and when 

they are dead, there i9 fd difference between the dead bones of Philip of 

Macedon and other men ,” 3s Dgenrs told Alexender. Remember the 

wofull cataſtruphe of Herod the great, 4grippa the great, Pompey the great, 

O%, [et all then feare ro fn aganiftt that God that removed the Aﬀyrian 

M9onsrehy tv the Perfian; and the Petfian to the Grecran, and the Gre- 
tiah to the Roman, That roothtth the mountaInes and thty ſ1.okegbees - 

fore whom the divells feare and tremble. Oh, ler not our hearts bee 
$: harder that the re>k3,worſer than D:yclls! Oh Engtand,feare the God 
Tala, * heaven and eatth ! Oh you Houſe cf Commons,ttemble and fin not; _ 
34+ froſt inthe world fin and tremble not. D+ you tremble and fin not < 
We/are al} Hi Gods hand as a = the paw of arowtitg Lion, as the 
eliy in the hand of the Porter.” Do We provoke the Lord to jedloufit;are 
we ftronger then he > Coplider the adyintages God hath us ar,and our - 

* dependencies vpon him, and ler us not dare ro fin _ —_ — 
. " ASahRuaty ih all diftrifles and dangers. Ler wi flye -r> this God of 
Fje 2. power, whb giveth-kiygdoms, & takrih away kingdomes a> hepleafeth. 
DIY A The. 
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The great ſuperintendcat, Flye 10 bir 2819 thy Arke, thy Pella,, thy 
City of refuge. And in our deepeſt wiſeries ler ys ing checrfylly the 46, 
Pſal, as £u4bey was wom to-doc. God, is que refuge and Rixength 2 ver 
ry preſent helpe in trouble, 1 will, noc feare though the earth be moved, 
apd though the mouniaines be carried intothe mig of che ſca,&c. _ 

A divine proje& to ſecure. a Nation from ruinegio-moke thiggreat Jer ie | 
hoyah our triend, for if God be on our fide , we need nor feaze thoſe Zo 
chat axe againſt vs, Devs #1044  oanpie : Tranguillaee Dent, enquigiat 1 * 
omaia. And for this-very purpoſe wee are bere metihis lay in Ge 
SanQuaty, flying to the hotnes of the Alar , to beſeechthas, God wha 
is the onely Patentate , King of Kings, and Lard of Lords , that only 
goth wondcifull things, that he would be recolciled unto us , that bee 
weuld quiet the commot:ons thatare in Ireland, reguce the Rebells in» 
to order, ſheath upihe (word that i3-there drawn, and quench the flames - 
that are there kindled, . That the Lord would knirthe heaxt af our So | 
veraigue to-his people marc and more, ang of his people to him; 
that he would unite beth Houſes of Parliament, that they may joyn to- 
gether with ane heart as one man to relieve poore Ireland , and re- 
torine England, Atbenefiu tels us that Ambony the Monk fqught againſ} 
the D.vell wich chat texe Pſal, 68. 1, Let Gad ariſe , and cs. lisjene- g1hunsfoin 
mies be ſcattered, ler them alſo thathate him fiye before him. The Dij- vica Ante 
yell is more afraid of this text then any other, for he kgoweghe is Gods *%% 
greateſt enemy, and if God ariſe he muſt needs be ſcaucred. Obyler us 
let God on waike this gay to deſtroy the implacable enemies of. his 
Church ;-, ariſe oh Lord, andſcatter he Iriſh Rebells * ariſe oh, Lord 
and confourid, Antichrift,and build up the walls of Jeruſalem! The Ro- 
mans in a great diſtrefle were driven to take the weapons out of-the 
teryples of their gods, andto fight with them), and ſo they overcame ; 

This is our courſe this day,we ght with the weapons ef the Church, 

Prayers and Tears. The Spartans walls were their ſpears. Our wals are 

; our prayers,out helpe ſtandeth in the name of the Lord who hath made 

heaven and earth, Lord ſpeake a word and Jericho ſhall fall, be favou- 

rable co England-and Ireland; Lord take away ourtinne y- ard purely 
e our drofſe 1 Our truſt is nor in our bow nor ſpeare, Let us la- 

>0ur tO became Gods fayourites, andthen we bave all happine fle-cons - 

centred intw0-wards, | 

The (econd DoRrinall conclafion. Though God hath this abfolute DoF, 2] 
powers oyer Kingdomes and Nations, yet he {eldome vuſerh this power, BE. 
bu firſt he: gives warning. 1 ſay-he ſcldome uſeih- it; © for Ido net lay 
it downe as agenerallrule”: Dews non alliget ſuas many | God may, and 
deth ſometimes deſti oy at once, and give no warning. Thus hee dealt 
with tht heathen Ammonites and Idumeans, as («lvis.obſeryes, but he _ 2 
ſcldome or never ſends ary great judgemear upon his owne people, — 
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firſt he ſpeakes before he ſtrikes. Firſt Yerbs,then Perbera,as itis in the 
text. Ar what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeake, 8c.1f that Nation cencerning which 
I have pronqunced,&c. Firſt,God pronounceth s juegement before hee 
executeth 2 judgement ; hee lightneth before he thundreth z he hangs 
out his white flag of mercy,before his red flig of utter defiance ; firſt he 


- ſhoots oft his warning Peeces, before his murdering Peeces. And the rea. 


lons are, 

x Thar all the world may take»notice, that all puniſhmeots and af- 
fl:&ions come not by chance, or fortune, but from the immediate hand 
of the great God. It is he that formes the light, and creaves darkneffie ; ir 
is he that makes peace,and creates evill,I the Lord doe ail theſe things, 
And therefere God gives warning to imprint this doQrine : That there 
1s no evill of puniſhment, but from God. 

2 Becauſe God 1s leath te puniſh. Minatur Des, ut how puriat ; they 
thacminde miſchiefe, give no warning.When Abſalom intended co mur- 
der Amn0v,he fpake neither good nor bad unto him- ;2.8em.13.22, Nei- 
ther would God reveale his intentions to defiroy us, but onely becauſe 
he defires not to deſtroy us. 'I read of one that came ro murder one of 


' the Roman Emperours,and by ſpeaking thele words, Hanc 8ibs jugionem 
' >. Mitfit Senaine,derexit faciuus fate, & 109 implevit, Another was ſeene 
' © Whettinghis {word,and by that ſufpe&ed anddereRed. But it is others 


wiſe with God, he gives many items,and ſets many beacons on fire be. 
fore he deſtroyes a Nation. As Ambroſe obſerves upon Geng. 13. Hee 
puts bus bow in the cloud, Non ſagittem, ſed ercym, not his arrew, but his 
bow z the bow cannot hure us, but the bow forewarnes us of the arrow; 
and the firing of the bow isto us-wardzto ſhow how unw-lling God is 
to puniſh2 he muſt firſt turne the bow ard put jn the arrow, before he 
can ſhoot. And as it is-in Pſal.7.12,1f you will not turne,] wil whet my 
{wocd,! will bend my bow, and make reacy my arrc.w. Firſt God whers 
his ſword before he ſtrikes, and bends his bow before he ſhoots, his ar. 
row is unprepared, &c. And all this, becauſe hee is a father of mercies, 
anda father you know is loathto whip his childe.I 2fi;Q@not willingly, 
Lament. 3.33. Fury is not'in me, Iſa. 27.4. Itis your fins that put thun- 
derbolts in my hands. As a woman brings forth her eh}{de with paine, 
and a Bee never ſtings bur when' ke is provoked : So it is with our good 
God, he never puiniſheth, bur when there is no remedy, 2 Chron.,y6. 15, 


. 16, When Ged came'to/punith 4dem, hee came ſlowly, inthe coole of 


the:day z bur when he comethito! fhew mercy, hecomes Jeaping over the 


Cant, 2.8 hils,and skipping over the mountains,God was but fix dayes in-making 


the whole. world and yer'as Chryſoftome well obſerves, heewas ſeven 
dayes deſtroying one City,the City of Iericho. - 


i: perſons 


Reaſ.3. * Godgives waraing for the glorification of bis juſtice;Thar all thoſe 
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ut may be ſpeechleſſe at the great day of account,XNe dicant bi nou pre- 


perſons and nations tharare deftroyed,may have no apology; no excuſe | 


diftum Cave. There is pÞ Chriſtian, Nationſhall bee able to ſay, thae 


Gad deſtroyed them, and. neyer gave them warning,;. Reade the ſecond 
and third Chapters of the'Revelation : obſerve Chriſts warnings to the 
ſeven Churches. -This made them without excuſe 5 forewarned, fore- 
armed, 855% 4 

If this þee Gods ordinary courſe, Ler us admire and adore the pati- 
ence of God towards, our perſons in particular, and towards this nation 

in generall, in which we live: A Nation not worthy te be beloved, a 
Nation as ripe for deſtruion as any oiher Nation. How many Ta- 

ers hath God ſeton fire > How many white Flags of Mercy hath God 
ung out ? How often hath he ſhor off his warning peeces, to fore warn 
this Nation, that God would pluck it up,pull it downe,and deftroy it ? 

Jonathan ſhot three atrowes, not ts hurt David, but to. helpe David by 
forerelling him of Sew marderous intention agaiaſt him ; Burt God 
hith Chet not only three, but eight Arrowes to forewarne and forearme 
us. The Lord awaken our ſecure hearts, to the cor fideration of theſe 
things : God hath ſpoken eight wayes to this Nation, by all which hee 
hath intimated his intention to deſtroy ys. 

1, Hee hath ſpoken unte us by the voice of his Minifters, that with 
One mouth and lip have foretold us of deſolation, and deſtruftion: Ic 
hath beene the conſtant voice of Gods faithfull Seryants, from the Pal 
pit, fortheſe many yeares, early and late, Now this voice isnot to bee 
fNeighted; For ſurely the Lord will doe nothing, but hee revealeth his 
ſecret unto'his ſervants the Prophets, Amos 3.7. 

. 2, He hath ſpoken tons by the voice of his leffer judgements, For 
God hath two ſorts of judgements, Rods,and Scorpions; Eoetmen and 
horſemen,as it is exprefed,ler.r 2.4. And he deales with a Nation as a 
Phyſician with his Patient. If a lefler potion will nor worke, the Phy- 
fician will preſcribe a fironger. God hath ſent many lefler judgements, 
the Small pox, ef Weather, the Plague in a moderate wayz 
but theſe judgements have beene lejghted and contemned ; and leffer 
judgements contemned,are Harbingers to uſher in greater: God threat- 
ro niad If his people will walke coritrary co himyhe. will puniſh 


, 


them ſeyen times more : and afterwards hee addes, That if they will 


not be reformed, he will puniſh them yerſeven times more,and yer ſe«- 
ven times more. Verſe 1$,21,24,28. I,even I will chaftiſe you in fu- 
xy ſeven times more for your finnes, As the ancient Conſulls of Rome 
had rods and axes carried before them: Rods, as enſignes of their lenity. 
ro penitent offenders;bur Axes as tokens of their ſeverity againſt incor- 


rigible offenders 3 So God hath his Rods and his Axes, his Proning 
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Knife, 2d his/Ave, This pruning Knife will not imend'vs; his Axe 


will bew ns down, und caſt osinis-the fire, 


"2. "SoC hath ſpokeh'ti'is bythe dem Sf his gotly Seryzns; For 


the riphtcods Periſh, and tmanlaicch it to hearr 5 and merciful men 
are Hi ogeds aone conſidering thittheriphreous is taken away from 
the evil to come; Ifai. $5.1, Thus' Hiibeſeſesw that -gogly Patriarch 


_ died,the very yeare the floud came, And his name ſignifieth, A meſlen. 


ger of death; His death did pref: che loud. Thos #wftix was taken 
away by dearh, immediately before theſacking'of Hippo'wherethee [i- 
ved, Pareits option ben g. Larber: a luke! before 
Warres caine into Germany,zs he bimſelf diffore-fignific athix dearh, 
This the death of Sainc Mmbreſe was a forerunner of the raine of 3caly, 
The many reverend Preachers, The Chariots, and Norfmen of Iſrael, 
that in theſe few yeares are gone to their graves in peacezare as fo many 
blazing Cointts tb portend our rune. Gs 3.0 Foot 31 

4. God hah ſpoken to'us bythe yoice of other Proteſtant Nations 
beyont rhe Seas, thathaye drunk deep of the cupof Gods wrath. Heros 
dotur tells us , that in An Temple, there wes #'Statue 
buile for Sexndtbertb , {this was'he thardbelieged Terufalem , and blaſ- 
phemed the God of Iſracl, and 'was afterwards Nliineby'his fonnes ) 
and vpon'chis Srarve was this Inſcription; Fig #8 Tonier tors tw, 
Looke upon tr, and tkearne to be righteous, Me thinks T hear Rochell, 
Bohemia , the Palatinate , and other pats 'ef Germany, Taying : Oh 
England looke upon vs, 'and learne'to bee righteous, God will not 
alwaies mike you'tike Goſherr, when we are plagued as Egypt; make 
you like Noeb in the Arke\, When we'arc drowned with'aHlond of ini- 
ſcrits': 'mikeyou hike Giiftons dry Pleere., when wee are He hig-wer 
flere> , bedelved With forrow and tamentation. 'Youmtift not Jooke 
Awayes tegrinke ſo teep of the Qup bf (proſperity , when we have 
drunk fo deepe of the Cup of allverfity, Godhath-made us exawples ro 
you; but1f yon amend-nox, God willimake you your felves the next ex- 
3mptes.tris'a mot truef;ying: Legion ſtories , ne i Famubiftcrie, 
Ifyou wil not Tearne tightronfnefle'by our kiftory,God will make you 
the next hiſtory. Diſtite TuſtiHats moms & an termaere 'Dives, is 
is a lowed 2nd powerfullvoyce. , | 

5. *God'fperks now more neerely unto us,, 'by the 'bloudy rebel- 


| pram nl ry. The ſword that 'is there drawne , is like the 


Comet, thaifs i: yetre hanp-over Tefiiſalem), in the likencfle 
of afiety nr ina 7 This (ork lis" Voie warning 'peece 79 
Popland * It is like Tambrlaines ted Flag ,* rhteathing ruin , and 
d[olarion 'to'vs 3 For it is #1 bla ſaying}, Hee thattwould Eng 
ld winne, maft with Trelandfict begin. 'A'Serpent;the neerer it xx, 
the titre dangerous it is, The ſword is now come very neer us : =o 

e 


». 
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like a Serpent in our boſomes ; the Lord awaken our fleepy ſpirits. 
God hath 3 ſwords. The ſword of the Angell , which is the plague : the 
ſword of the Spirit which is his Word : and the ſword of - the Enemy. 
We have bin wofully maſſacred with the firſt fward. The Plague hath 
bin grievouſly upon our bodies, but the plague of fin til remaines upon 
our {oules ; this {word hath done little good. If the ſword of the Spirir 
will not now at laft cur downe our finnes, we muſt expe the ſword of 
the enemy to cut us down,and to deſtroy us, 

6. God now alſo ſpeakes unto us by the many fad divifions, and un- 
bappy fraRions that are inthe Church and State, A Kmgdorme divi- 
ded againſt it ſelf, canmor ſtand. Ir is obſeryable:, that fearce eyer any 
great enemy entred this Kingdome, but when it was at Schiſme and divil:- 
on within it ſelf. 7 acitzs ſaith, that nothing gave the Romans more advan- 
rage againſt the ancient Britans then this, 2:#od faitionibus& ſtudrs tra- 
hebantur. Mandubratins (as Ceſar calls him) out of hatred againſt Caſ- 


. fbel;anus,brought in [ul: Ceſar. Adminins, brought in Claudius, Guor- 


% 


tigernus firſt, and MMordrears after brought in the Saxons, Touſtamy di. 


vition and inrode, made way for the Normaxs, and there were more divi- 
fions chan one to help in the Danes, And there is nothing more likely to 
bring in the Rewsas once more into our Kingdome, than theſe Mauds- 
bratians, theſe Adminian:, I had almoſt ſaid theſe Arninians.O fad divi- 
fion!theſe are as thick black clouds threatning a ſhowre of deſolation. 

7. God ſpeaks unto us by the great demur and delay of the reformation 
of the Church. For the Child of reformation is come to the birth; but rhere 
wants ſtrength to bring it forth. This is a ſigne, Thar there are ſome great 
6bſirutions in the KingJome, that hinder the birth of this much defired 
Child. And it ſhreudly prefagetb, as if God had begun to repent of the 
good, that hee hath begun to doe for us ; And that it will bee with us, 
as it was with Tamar, in the time of her Trayell,Gey. 38. 28, 29.Zarah 
firtt purs forth his hand out of the Wombe , bur afterwards drew ir in 
againe, and Pharez came our in his ſtead. So it gives us cauſe to feare, 
left rhe Child of Mercy ſhould goe back ints the Wombe againe, and the 
child of judgement come forth in his ftead. | 

8, God hath ſpoken to us by the yoice of our owne Conſciences. There 
is no man that lives in any knowne finne, buthis conſcience hath often 
told him , as Abner did [oab ; Will net this ſinne bring bitterneſſe in the 
end? And as Rubento his Brethren, Did not I tell you of this aforchand ? 
That this fin would bring you to Hell. There is a Light which God hath 
ſet up in all our ſoules , which is as a Beacon, ſet on fire, to give notice 
of Gods Wrath and Vengeance. This light is Confcience » whick 


Teriullias calls prejndicinm judicii. This is Gods boſome Preacher, .zad 
| C 


when 
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when this'is filenced, it portends nothing, but utter ruine and defolation, 
. Andthus you tee how many waies, God hath given warning to this 
Kinedome, 

Now I beleech you, Let the 101g ſuffering, and goodneſſe of God drive 
2 to repentance. This is the uſe the Apoſtle Paul makes, Roms, 2.. 4, 
which 1 the more to be laid to heart, becauſe that St. Peter picks our this 
exhoxrtation from out of all the. Epiſtles of Pasl,as one ofthe choiceſt, and 
ucgeth it upon thoſe.ro whom he wrote,as you may read,2 Pet.z.1 5. Aud 


account the long-ſuffermg of the Lord,is ſalvation ; even as our beloved + 


Brother Paul alſo hath written unto you, Now I conceive,this is no where 
written bur in the place fore mentioned. Let notthat which is our falvation 
(as Peter faith) become our damnation. Let us follow the example of 
Noah, Heb. 11.7. Noah by faith being warned of God,of things not ſeeue 
a5 yet, moved with feare prepared an Ark, to the ſaving of his houſe, &c, 
Noh! a1 but one warning, and that of a judgement, which had no prinz 
m nature : But we bave had eight kinds of warnings, and there are man 
prints and footſteps of Gods judgementsamonglt us. Oh let us beleeye 
theſe Voices of God ; and ler farth worke feate, and feare worke care to 
prepare an Arke , before the Floud comes. Let us bee amended by Gods 
Training peeces, lealt we be conſumed by his murdering | 
There are two Motives. to quicken us- to the obcdience of this ex« 
hortation. - 
| Gods wartings awe in Gods-kgeping., No man hath a locke and key of 
Gods patience. Hee is /ong-ſuffering , but noninain ring and how 
long he will ſuffer, no man knowes. Sometimes. God. is, warning of, » 
people 1 2 0; yeares, as he was the old World. Somerimes-but 4o. yeares, 
as hee dealt with the ewes, before the deftruRtion of [erafalems, Some- 
times but 40. dayes., as in Ninive's caſe, Sometimes bur one night as in 
Lots caſe, who had-warning. of che quruing of $ odors, but the night be- 
fore. We in this Nation have had many.yecares warning, Ifeare me,; the 
Taper is almoſt burnt out : Thatthe Sun of our proſperuy is ready py ſer, 
And that the houre-glaſſe of our happineſle is-almoſt runne our; This is 
our laſt warning. Miſtake me. not. : I doe-not prophecy what God will 
dog, But whar we deſerve God ſhould doe, and what we mayjultly ex. 
.peSt be will.doe, and. whar-we ought ro. provide, ifhe ſhould:doe,, Lor us 
-umend now, or never; befort the qay;of Meray, be paſt; before the Draw. 
bridge be taken up. It may be too late the next.yeare.... ,.. .-., - 
| The warnings of God, when they are Gighted, they will zcceſirate,and 
aggravate our condemnation. SF-1; T1 h-y 
x.. They will neceſſitate our condensnation, For there are three degrees 
of Gods Wrath.. His cthrearing Wrath, his puniſhing' Wrath, and his 
s COf- 


| xetorme ys, wee ſhall never {ele 
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condemning Wrath. And this is Gods Method. 5 
Full, he rhrearneth, before he rung : And ifhis threatning anger 
1s puniſhing anger ; But if his threat- 

nings prevaile not , we ſhall certainely feele his puniſhing anger. And 
if neicher threats, nor puniſkuments preyaile, nothing remaines but his 
condemning Wrath. Si non audies vocems miſericordie, ſenties Bocem ju- 
dicis. Si non audies primam tubam, ſenties ultimam. Si non audies Deun 
minanten, (enties punientem © condemnantems, What deſtroyed the old 
World, bur becauſe they did not regard Noahs warning 2 What deſtroy- 


- ed Lots Sons in Law, bur becaule they mocked at Lots warwng? 


2. They will aggravate our condemnation : For as a child in the Mo- 
thers Wombe, the longer it is 1n the VVombe, before it comes forth , 
the bigger the Child will bee, and the more paine it will pur the Mo- 


hex unto;So the. longer God keepes in his V Vrath,and is payent towards 


a Nacion, the bigger the child of wrath will bee, when u comes forth, 
and the greater will bee our miſery and affliction. This Metaphor 
God himſelfe uſeth » [ſa:zah 4.2.: 1 4+ I have long time holden my peace, I 
have bm ſti, and refrained my ſelf ; now will I cry like atravailing Wo- 
wan, I will deſtroy, and devoure at once. Though God hath /eaden Feet, 

et he hath iro Hands.The longer he is before hee firikes,the heavier the 

low will.be, when hee ftrikes. Patience is the proper purchaſe of the 


. bloud of Chriſt, There was no patience under the firſt Covenant, Daves 
..on expeltabat Angeles, non expettabat Adamum, God did not wait for 
the Angels,nor for 44am; but as ſoon as cyer they had finned, He throws 
+the one out of Paradiſe, the other into Hell:Bur for us finfull Sons of A- 
 fam,God for Chriſts fake tarrieth,and waiteth our converſion. Oh let us 


not fin againſt the merit of Chriſts bloud ! Read the 50. Pſalme, 21. 22. 
.T beſe things haſt thou doxe, and 1 kept filence, thou thoughteſt that 1 was 
altogether ſuch & one as thy ſelf : But T will reprove thee, and ſet them 11 
order before thine eyes, Now conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt I teare 
Jon mpeeces, and there be none to deliver. Let us not Ropour eares from 
hearing theſe eight Voices, leſt God turn his words into blowes, and ſtop 


| his exres from hearing our voices in our extremities. There are two de- 


ces of mercy, in God, M:ſericordia parva, & muſericordia magna, His 
ittle mercy, and his great mercy. For God to wait our converſion,zand to 
forewarn us of evill ro. come, this is a mercy , and a great mercy in it ſelte 


_ conſidered. But it is but little in compariſon of the {ocond mercy, which 


is the great mercy. And that is, when God give3 us the grace to make a 
holy uſe of his patience, ro make his patience our Salvatzor, and to bee 
ted to-repemance by it. The Lord beftows this great mercy upon us ! 
' The third Doltrmall concluſion, | 
That Nationall turning from evill , will divert Nationall judge- | 
| | C 2 | | MCnt, 
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ments , and procute Nationall bleſfings. So.ſaith-the text + 7f chat Na- 


" riou thrne from therr evill, then will 1 repent ; and nat only ſo, * but verſe 
- 9. I will build; arid plant it, Fc. The doQtrine is a mercifull-qualificati- 
' on of Gods 3bfolute power, He'is fo far from uſing it, as that he jndents 
: and covenitntts with every Nation. If they repent, I will repem, Now 
- whete1s God is here ſaid to repent, it is fpoken ayywrere vo; but it muſt 
' be anderttood 3+ wresmus God ts not as man, that he ſhould repent ;\ He is 
aid to-epent; becauſe he doth that which. men do when they repent. 
- will repent , That is, I wilt turn my jud gements into mercies, God doth 


ſometimes wll a change, but he never- changeth his wil, God from all 


- eternity decreed to be ſeryed inthe old Teſtament with ryp& and figures, 


and in the New Teſtament, in ſpirit-and in truth, Herewas aw! of a 
change, but 10 change in Gods will, -When'as God is-faid to:xepent ,- the 
change is in us, not in God. As whenthe Sun ſofineth the wax,anÞhatd. 
neth the clay ; here is a different AC ofthe Sun ; but the changCariftth 
from the difterent obje&, norfrom the Sunne,* So Godfrom all etetniry 
decrees to puniſh the impenirent, and to bleſſe the'penitent.” And when'a 


' Natton by Geds Almighty grace becomes petiitent, God tytns his pu- 


niſhments into bleſſings ; but the change is in the Nation , 'not.in God, 

And now give me leaveto ſpeake my minde _ ; Tam notcome 
hither this day to feaſt your cars, but to wound your hearts ; you muft 
not expect clevant and fine phraſes. Nonlicet intanta miſeria diſertuns 
eſſe, This is a day, not for humane, but divine eloquence, Now loquor di- 
ſerta,ſfcd fortia. A day wherin we are tocty mightily unto God,to knock 


aloud at Heaven gates, and to extort mercy from Gods hands, by a holy 


and acceptable violence. And for my part I know not any doFtrine more 
ſutable to worke wpon your hearts and affeRtions , then this plaine con- 
cluſion ; That there is no other way to procure bleflings fromGod , or 
to turne away judgements from the Land , but by turning from finne 


' unto God. The wrath and puniſhment, which fin hath ewifted, Repen- 

cance will untwiſt. Sin 1s as a thick clond, ſtopping the Sanne-ſhine'sFf- 
' Gods mercy ; but if we turn from fin, this will melrthe cloud, and cauſe 
'the Son of righteouſnefle to ſhine upon us. Sin, it is as a devil in rhe air,. 
'to hinder our prayers from — - butif we turn ftomfin-, this will - 


charm the Devill, and make Satan like lightning fall downe trom Hea-. 
yen.-Sih islike ſo many preat peeces of Ordnance, planted and'charged 


wpon- high mauntains, ready to ſheot downe Cries and Kimgdomes + 


Burt if we turn from fin; this will take away the force of theſe Canons, 
and make them as paper-ſhot, Sin is a wall of ſeparation between Ged 
and tis +: To turne from finnc, will breake downe this wall; . Sinne- 


is the great makebate berweene God, | and man : Sinne difſolyeth 


| Parln- 


» \ 
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Parliaments unhappily : Sinne puts vatiance'/beyveene a King, and; his” 


{word into Freland, and will bring it into-Exg/and; unlefle-we tyrn away 
com ſin, is key tounlock al-che cheſts. 


fincerity of your-Repentance, by two duties, which are as the two poles, 
upon which our turning trom fin doth move. By humiliation and refor - 
mation ; bumiliation for fins paſt, reformation for the time to come: Hu- 
mriiation without Reformation, ts a foundation withaut a building : refor - 
mation without SO npeoves often a building, wnhout a faundati- 
on. | Both of them together, comprehend the . Efſentialls of this; 
which 1s. the. very quintiflence of / PraRticall. Dj-- 


" great- Duty , 
- 1 Lerusturne unto God by humiliation, for fins paſt, This-day 1sa 
day of humiliation. A Sabbath of weeping and mournigg;: Wherein we - 
ſhovld waſh the feet of Chriſt with our tears, wherin wee ſhould weepe 
bitterly, before the Lord , powre+forth our hearts like water, and ſtrive 
who (fouls put moſt teaxs mito Gods bortle, 'I beleech you , let us tyrne. 
 _untoGod with true, penitent,teares , drawn from the Weil of a broken, 
heart, fetcht out with the hucket of Gods.love. . Wo 
\. Let us -ſanRtifie a faſt, and afflict our foules before the Lord , that this 
day may become a day of ——_ And becauſe the well is deep, and. 
das 3 Our 


\ 


A Sermon Preathed before 

our hearts-are. vetic hard, and fome, it may be, want buckets to draw 

water withall -* Give me leave to offer unto you ſeven buckets , which 
will ſerve, as ſeyen helps to humiliation» 

1. Let overy man canſider his own fins, which he himſelf 1s guilty of. 
Have we ner broken the holy, and righreaus Commandements of God z 
thouſand times , . and ſhall nor this breake our hearts * Have wee not 
broken our vows and covenants which wee have often made with God, 
and will notthe meditation of this breake onr hearts ? God in Scripture 
is faid to have a bag, and a bortle, Abag to purour fins in, and a bottle 
ro put our teares in, Have we nor filled Gods bag with our finnes , and 
ſhall we not now fill Gods bottle with our teares > Dorh it not grieve us 
that we have fo often grieved the holy Spirit of God? Are wee not hea- 
vy laden with theſe fins, with which God himſelfe 5 preſſed as a Cart 
with (heaves > Is not God himſclte broken with our whoriſh hearts, and 
' will not this breake our hard hearts > Have we not had yeers of (innning ? 

Oh let us have one day of mourning!Have we not trampled the blood of 
Chriſt under our feet, and ſhall nor the bloud of rhis Scapegoar melt our 
adamantine hearts ? It 1s an excellent ſaying, That wn all the ſiznes wee 
commit, we muſt not ſo much conſider the finne that 1s committed, as the 
| God aramſh whons it is, commutt ed. And this mes gn us to great hu- 
miliation for liule fins, as well as great fins, For there isno fin ſimply lic- 
tle. There is no little God to ſin againſt, The leſt myinwn: ſpirituale, the 
leſt offence is commuted again(t an infiniteGod;and therefore deſerves.in- 
finite puniſhment. There was no little price paid Gr little fins ; the leaſt 
fin celt the ſhedding of the bloud of the eternall God; There is no little 
diſobedience in a luntle fin. For as there is the ſame rotundity in alittle 
round Ball, as in a-great one : So there 15 the ſame diſobedience againſt 

God, in a little fin, as well as in a great one. To dis-obey God in a line, 

1s no little diſ{-obedience. There is no lite unthankfulneſte 1 a lirtle fin. 

For the leſſer the thing is, in which we offend God; the greater is the un- 
 thankefulneſle, that we will fin again God, tor (o little a matter, There 

15no little pollution and defilement in a liztle finne, A little puddle ma 
dirty a man, as wall as a great and. A little bodkin may wound a Ceſar 

Ts) - h, Thereis no little puniſhment for little fins ; For the wages of ſin 

;s death. The wages of fin as fin, and therefore of every fin. Aquatenus 

ai omne valet conſequentza. Non eft diſting uendum ubj lex non diſtiu- 
:£%:t. And theretore let us I beſeech you, mourn with a oreat lamentati- 
on, for our little oatkes, our idle words,our omiſſions of good duties g:de- 
fects in good ducies, 8&c, Can we mourn for the lofle of our eſtates , for 
the death of our children?and ſhal we not mourn that wee haye loſt God, 
and the peace of a goed conſcience by our ſins , and that our hearts are 


ſo 
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fo dead and dull to goodnefſe > Can we cry for the ſtone In'the bladder, 
and not foxaſtony heart > The ſtone in the bladder can but kill the bo- 
dy ; buta ſtony heart will caſt body and ſoule into Hell. Weep for thoſe 
diſcaſcs that will deftroy foule and body for ever. Wee have been often 
inthe Valley of Hinnoy, facrificing ourſons and daughters unto D:vils, 
by their wicked cducations ; improving our parts and mercies to the 
ſervice of the Devill. Oh, let us this day defeend into the Valley of 'Ba- 
cah, and let us make this Church a Boch, a placc of weeping. Wee 
have many Church-lins, Serman-ſins , Sacrament-ſins, Let us have 
Church-teares, for our Church-ſins. 

Aſccond help to humiliation, is the conſideration of the fins of che 
Nation wherein we live. This Kingdome is an Iſland incompaſſed with 
rhree Oceans, not only withan Ovcan of watcr,. but alſo with an Ocean 
of mercies (no Nation more exalted in mezrctcs) and I may truly adde 
with an Ocean of fins, And that which makes or fins the greater, is be- 
cauſc our mercies have been fo great. Wee have ſinned under mercics ;_ 
| wo havo provoked God, at the Sea, even the Red Sea, This was agreat 
aopravation of the //raclSres fin, and ſo it is of ours, We have ſinned not 
only under mercics, but with our mercics we have made agolden Calfe, 
with the jewels of mcrcies which God lath beſtowed upon us. Woe 
have taken the Members of Chriſt, and have made them the members of 
an Harlot, What fin is there under the cope of Heaven, whereof any 
Nation is guilty, which wee have not ingrofſed to our ſclves ? Let us 
weep for the beaſtly drunkenneſſe of this Nawwon ; But why dee call is 
beatHy'? for getierally beafhs arc; ſober .;, It deſerves a.nams infetiour to 
braſts, foi'fo tt makes a manfor the tne. Au?in faiths that in his daycs 
drankentefſe was growne to-that bcigth, as that thore was no remedy 

it, but by _— of a Synod, And in our. dayes it 1s,growne to 
rhut- Gyant»like bignefle, as that there is no hope of redreſſe, buria the - 
Purliment. Wy to this Land becaule of thi: io; this is chat which 
will make we undble toſtand before our cnemins,. and jo lt likaa 
drnkerimman. For this fn God gives a Land over to theſpirat — giddls. 
nefls, Letns weep for the blalphemous ſwearing, that is 1n the Nations. - 
whereir{ifio any thing) there is apridg takeoiin off:adiog.God, for o- 
ther benefit bf it T know none, | ——_— 
-” Dbriobis fi the Litg montirncth;,and let ys. monrne. | Werp fprihe a= - 
dutoory-aid fornicytion, which is av Epidenically ifakc hath@veripgcd. 
the Nation. Wioremrigers and Adulter:rs Gad x4) judge. If man will 
not Ged'will, tethar divorccth him(clfc from his wife, and joyns bim= 
ſelferv@n betlot, God will divorce himſclft from ſuch a.main, and tli- - 
yorcchis/mercirs ant bleflings from him, Weep for the covetouſneſſe 
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A :Sermon preached at « Faſt before = 
con, This fin.is the root of all evill: and for this finG od w1l 
_ = —wo lg Hz that is ſwallowed up with carth(as Core and his 
co vpany) his cars ſtopped with carth, his heart ſtuffed with carth, Gol 
will vive him earth encvuzh when hee dyes, and they that love earth ſs 
immaderately, arc likcly to have little enough of Heaven. Weep for 
the oppreſſion, Extortien, Bribery, Lying, Griping, Viury, Coulſenage, 
and Deccit in trading, Theſe ſins will cauſe a fourth Ocee» to encompaſle 
this Ilind; and that is an Ocean of miſerie, Let us hed tears for the in- 
nccent bloud that is ſhed inthe Land ; for the devilliſh pride that is a- 
mongſtus: Pride of heart, pride of apparrell, in following the faſhions 
of cyery Nation almoſt. How juſtly may wee exp<A, that God ſhould 
make us flaves to that Nation, whoſe faſhions wee fo cagerly follow ? 
Mourn for the great profanation of our Chriſtian Sabbath-d ay : bow can 
we exped that God ſhould give us aeſt inthis Land, if we will notgive 
him a $:b5bath, a day of relt ? Oh, let our eyes guth down with rivers of 
tears | oh that our heads were fountains of tearcs for the Idelatry (that 
Lund-devouring fin of Idolatry) for the ſuperſtition, the Apoſtaſie, the 
contempt ofthe Goſpel, and of the Miniſters & Miniſtery of it that reigns 
amend us 1 It is time for God to deprivo'us of Az», when we begin 
to be weary ofit;the time may come we may have Sermons few enough, 
that neplc& them ſo much as ſome do. The Confeflors that fled for their 
Religion in ,2ucen aries dayes, acknowledged (as Vr ſine relates) 
that that great inundation of miſcry came juſtly upon them, for the neg- 
Ic of, and unprofitableneſſe tmder the Goſpell, which they had enjoyed 
inKing Edwards dayes. And if they were ſo ſeverely puniſhed for a few 
years contempt of the Goſpels what « ſuperlativedegreeof puniſhment 
do wedeferve, that have-had the Goſpell of peace, and the peace of the 
Goſpcll, for almoſt an hundred yeares, and ycetare ſo unlike the Goſpell 
in our converſations > The time wonld faile, if I ſhould make a cata- 
Jeguc of our Nationall fins. Oh, lets be one of the mourners in Sion, 
forthe abominations of the Land ; that ſo wee may be. market out for 
fafety. And letus take this rule to perfwadeus, Thoſe ſins which we knew 
othert to commit, and yet not monrne for them, theſe ſins become our ows fins: 
And therfore we may well pray with Au#in, Lord deliver me from other 


| mens fins which for want of mourning & grieving for 1 bave 4 IEC OWN, 


A third bucket to draw the water of tcares withall, is the copſidera- 
tionof the great breaches that are in Church and State, We are divided 
is minutnle fruſtula (as Anftin of the Dovarifis,) Let theſe breaches 
break our hearts, Let theſe rents rend our hard hearts. For the divi- 
fion of Englend lct us have great thoughts of heart. A fourth help to hu- 
miliation, is the conſideration of the miſerics that are like to comeupon 


——— 
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us-as the-wofull conſequent of theſe breaches. As our Saviour Chritt, 
when he came neer Jersſalem,and beheld the fin of it,andthedefolation 
that was impendent over it,he wept, ſaying ; Oh that thon hadſt known, L,:i-;-9.91, 
; even then, atleaſt m this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! 42s 
but now they are hid frem thine eyes,&c. So letus contemplate the fins of. 
Englard, and the deſtrution which we may juſtly expe as the fruit of 
our fins; and let us weep over England, and ſay, Oh England, Englaxd, 
that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee ! Oh 
thar thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in thisthy day, thethings 
which bclong to thy peace. It is reported of Xerxes,that having prepared 1:7;y, 
00000.men to fight with the Grecians,and beholding fo great a mulri- 
tudeof Souldiers,he fell a wecping,out of the conſideration,that not one 
of them ſhould remain alive, within the ſpace of an hundred yeers, Much 
more ought we to mourn, when we conſiderthe abundance of people 
that are in Erg/and, and the abundance of fin perpetrated among us; 
and what ſhall become, not only of our bodies within theſe few yeers, 
K: but what ſhall become of our ſouls toall eternity. 
Fo A fifth Bucketis,the contemplation of Germany,which is now become A 6! 
| a Golgotha,a place of dead mens skuls,and an Ace/dama,a field of blood. belp to 
Some Nations arechaftiſed with the ſword, others with famine, others Þ" 11:2 
with the man-deſtroying Plague. But poor Germany hath been ſorely ©?” 
whipped with all theſe three iron whips atthe ſame time, andthart for 
above twenty yeers ſpace. Oh, let us make uſe of this Bucket, and draw 
out water, and poure it out before the Lord this day ; let us ſend up our 
cryes to Heaven for Germany. It is a fign that we are nor true, members 
of the body of Chriſt, becauſe we have no more fellow.fecling of the mi- 
ſcriesof the ſame body. A dead member hath no ſenſe of its own miſery, 
or of the bodies diftemper. : If we be living members, we will ſympa-- 
thize with thecalamities of Gods people. | 
- A fixthhelp to humiliation, is the conſideration of the bleeding con- , /,;, 
dition of /relad. I necd not relate {you have great reaſon to know it $1ictcor. 
. better than my ſelfe) the inhumane, barbarous, Canniballiſticall, and 
y ſuper-fuperlative outrages, butcheries, and maſſacres that arethere com- 
mirted by thoſe bloody Rebels. Oh let us ſend up one tearethis day, as 
an Orator to the Throne of Grace, tc plead for mercy for poor [rel2»d ! 
This is one chiefe cauſeof this geverall Fal?, ropray and weep for jre- 
land. Helpir (Right Honoarable) Oh help ic wich your Prayers and 
Tears. Tears have veyces as well as words: { thang thee, Oh Lord ,-; < 
(faith David) that thoz haſt heard the voice of my weeping. Where note, 
weeping hath a voice, And as muſick upon the waters ſounds farther, and 


more harmoniouſly than upon the Land ; So Prayers joyned with 
ID | | Tears, 
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© Tearescry louder in Gods eares , and make ſweeter mufick than when 
tears areabſcat. When Antipater had written; a large letter againſt Alex's 
Plain ayders Mother uno Alexarder,the King anſwered him : Dot thou not 
viz , knowthatoneteare from my Mother will waſh awa all her faults ? 
AEXaM. Soit is with God :2 penitent tear is an undeniable Embaſſador. An ob- 
ject look't upon when it is inthe water,ſeems bigger chan when it is out 
of the water, Letus look upon relands mitery through the water ofour 
teares, and this will repreſent ic in its due proportion. Ler us weepe be- 
cauſe we cannot weepe, let our hearts weepe, becauſe our eyes cannot 
weep. To move your hearts alittle more,ſuffer me to propound three ex- 
amples. 1. Theexample of Abraham, who was ſo zealous for the pre- 
ſervation of Sodome, that by an humble importunity he brought God 
downe tothele termes, that if chere had beene ten Wheat-cares in $9» 
dome, all the Tares ſhould have beene ſpared for theſe ten mens ſake. And 
when God was gone from cAbraham,he continued ſoſolicitous for the 
good of Sodome, that (as Luther thinks) he could not fleepe all nighc, 
I am ſure the Scripture faith, He gat wp early in the morning to the place 
where he ſtood before the Lord, & helooked toward Sodom to fee what was 
become of his prayers. 1f Abrahamdid thus much for Sodows,for wicked: 
Sedome:ought not yeu to be more zealous fortheProteſtants in /reland, 
who profeſle the ſame faith, and are under the ſame Government with. 
N-h:m.1. us in E:gland? 2, Let ime offer the example of Nehemiah , who chough- 
324%* forhisowne particular he wasin great proſperity , and ingreatfavour 
at the Courc,yet when he heard of che affliction and miſery of the people- 
of God at Jeraſalem, he fate downe ard wept,and mourned,and faſted,, 
and never defi{ted till he had obtained teave to goe and help his bre- 
thren at Jeruſalem. 3. T ſhallpropound the example of Hierome, who: 
Proemium was writing a Commentary upon Ezekzel ; but when he heard of the 
Comment, befieging of Rome (aplace whercin he had formerly lived) and of the: 
'® 73% death of many godly people, he was fo aſtoniſhed and amazedatthe 
newes, that for many nights and daies he could think of nothing. Er #2: 
captivitate Sanftornm ſe eſſe captivum putabat, Hethought himſelfeta- 
ken Captive, among(t thoſe that were taken Captive. I might adde the 
1 Sam.4. ſtory of Phineas wife, but I forbear, Let theſeexamplesbe your inftru- 
19, tion and encouragement. Me thinks I hear a yoice in /rel/ard, likethe 
voice that was heard in Rama, Lamentation,& weeping, great mournin 8, 
Mt. 2,8, Rachel weeping for her children, © would not be comforted becauſe they are 
ib. 2410, ; - 
zot. Methinks 1 ſee(do not you alſo? the people of /re/and looking our 
k:43 5.2%. oftheir windows, and crying out as the Mother of Sera, why i his 
Charriat ſo long in comming why tarry the wheels of his Chariot ? Why is 
aixvclo long delay'd?*where are £nglands bowels? Me thinks I feethe very 
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flames of this great firethat is kindled in [re/and. Oh, let this fire melc 
our hard hearts jnto pitty and compafſion ! I doubt nor but this Bucket 
will draw out a great dealeof water this day. 

There isone Bucket more, the laſt, but not the leaſt ; and that isthe 
w 3 conſideration ofthe Lord Jeſus Chrit, His Body was rent and torne for 
us. Oh, letithis rend and tear our hearts thatever weſhould fin againſt 
ſuch a Chriſt !His blood was powred forth as afacrifice for our fins.Oh, 
let us powre forth our teares for our offences againſt him ! Beloved in 
the Lord, this is a day wherein we ought to make conſcience to get our 
hearrs affe&tcd with decpe forrow for fin 5 otherwife we doe buttake 
Gods name invain, Now thercis no way morepowerfulltoproduce 
this effec, than by going to Mount Calvary, and by buryingour ſelves 
inthe meditation of Chriſt crucified, There is a ſtory of an Earle called 
Elzearns, that was much given to immoderate anger ; and the meants ;,,,;,, ,_ 
he uſed to cure this diſordered affeion, was by Rudying of Chriſt, and j.4 1zus 
of his patiencein ſuff.rivg the injuries and affronts that were offered Suri» n, 
unto him. And henever ſuffcred this meditation topaſſe from him, be. 

2" * fore hee found his heart transformed into the fimilitude of Jeſus 
Chrit.Weareallſick of a hard and flony heart ; and ifever we defire 
to be healed of this ſoule-damning diſeaſe, let us have recourſe to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and never leave meditating of his breakings 
and woundings for us, till wee finde vertue comming out of Chriſt, 
to breake our hearts. Let us pray tothe great Heart=maker , that hee 
would be the Heart-breaker. So much fot the duty of humiliation. 

The ſecond duty wherein we muſt expreſſe our turning to God, iS Theſe. 
Reformation. Humiliation is not ſufficient without Reformation. It is not cond duty 
enough to be broken for ſn, but we muſt alſo be broken fromſin, Aga Rice 
bird cannorflye wich one wing , nor a man walke with oneleg ; no T9 
morecan we get to heaven by humiliation, without reformation. Borh 
of them conjoyned, arethe legs and wings by which we walke and flie 
to Heaven. And therefore let me moſt carneſtly exhort you to repent 

| fram ſin,as well as for fin,The Crown wefight for this day,the Garland 
11 


werun for, the Marke we aime at, is Mercy. This is our joynt ſuit,thac 
God would ſhew mercy to England and Ireland. Now the way toob- 
tain mercy isclearly exprefſed,Pro 23 13. Hethat confeſſeth © forſaketh 
his fins,ſhal have mercy This God cals for from heaven; this all che Faith - 
full Miniftersin the City preach for this day, Reformation, reformati- 
on, reformation. As Mr. Bradford at the ſtake cryed ourt,fo doe ] at this 
time ; Aepert, O England, repent, repert, There is athree-fold Fatt; a 
Faſt from mear, from mirth, ard from fin. The twotirtt will not ſuffice 


without the laſt, A bealt may fall from mcar. The devils faſt, faith. 
| VO Ambroſe. 
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Ambreſe.The old World(as ſome think) did never eat fleſh,and yet they 
were all drowned. Thongh we- could faſt till we were perfe&t Anato- 
miſts ; though we could prayand kneel, till our knees were as hard as 
Carecls knees ( as it isreforted of James, the brother of Chriſt) yer 
all were to no purpoſe, without this t#;72ing from ſin. This is jejuninns 
magnumas Auitin ſaith. This is jejuniumtotins ami,jejuniumomninm par - 
tiam. This is thegreat & everlaſting Faſt,tofaſt from fin by reformation. 
Now this Reformation, it muſt have two Properties, which are both 
of them m:ntioned inthe Text. 1, It muſt beperfonall, 2, Ir muſt 
be National]. . It mult be perſonall ; for fo faich the Text; If that Nati- 
on againlt whomT have pronounced , txrs from their evill, A malitia 
ſaa, Every man hath ſome fin which is his peccatums in delicits , his di- 
leftum delifiam, his beloved fin, the fin of his con{titution. Letus turn 
fromrthacſin, whatſoever it is 3-and if we know not what that fin is, let 
us turn from every fin,and fo we ſhall be ſure to turn from thac ſin, This 
the King of Nizeveh commanded that every one of his ſubjeRs ſhould: 
cry mightily unto God ; and not onely ſo, but every oneto turn from his- 
evill way, and from the 2 iolence that ts intheir hands, Thus mult we; we 
mult be able co fay with David, 1 have kept »y ſelf from my ſin. We live 
in times wherein there was never more turning: Some turn like the Dog: 
to the vomit, and likethe Sow-to the wallowing in the mire-: Some' 
turn Atheiſts,ſome Papiſts, ſome Socinians,ſome Arminians.Someturn: 
like the Weather-cock, which way the wind bloweth ; which way ſfoc- 
ver preferment goes, that way they turn: Many-turn Neuters ; Many: 
rurn from Chriſts fide, to be of Antichrifts ſide ; Many turn cold and 
icie for Ged and his Church : Some are like unto the (hamelion , char: 
willchangeit ſelf into any colour but whice : So many willturn to be: 
any thing bu: good, . If timesurn ill, they will be naught ; bur if times: 
rurn good, they will not be good. Bur I beſeech you, ler all us here: 
preſi.nt beforeche Lord this day, turn fincerely unto the Lord our God, 
from. all iniquiry; Let us ſtrip our felves-ſtark- naked , of allthe 
raggs of the old eAdam : Repent of your pride ; duft and aſhes 
doth better become you, Repent of your gluttony and drunken- 
nefle ; let weeping be your drink, and faſting- your meat. Repent of 
your ſwearing-; condemn yeur ſelves out of your own mouths, that 
God may jultifle you. Repent of your covetouſneſle ; if ever you ex- 
pect rogain Heaven , look not after the carth ſo much. Repent of 
your Adultery , that God may marry you unto himſelf, and left you: 
be married to eternall flames. Repent of your ſecurity, thar you may. 
live ſecurely. No way toeſcape damnation, bur by Repentance ; and 
ne man that yer. repcnted aright,, . but did cſcage damnation. Oh 
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that this day might be che converſion of ſome ſinner, that they may bee 
able to ſay, From ſuch a Faſting-day, I began to twrn unto God! Oh that 
this Faſting day might be a Feaftivall-day tothe Angels in heayen,who 
rejoyce atthe converſion of a finner!/ Ohthat fomeZachens would make 
reftitutionthis day? That ſome proc child would return to his hea= 
yenly Father ? God —_— EXCec ingly delights to ſhew mercy ro a 
pentitent ſinner, As a husband-man delights much inthat ground that 
after long unfruitfulnefſeproves fruitfull, and cals his friends & neigh= 
bours to behold that ground ; As a Captaine lo. es that Souldier that 
once fled awty cowardly, and afterwards returns and fights yaliantly: 
Even ſo God is wonderfully enamoured with aſinner,that having once 
made ſhipwrack of a good conſcience, yet at laſt returns and ſwims to 
heaven upon the plank of Faith and Repentance. This is a notable pro- 
vocation toall wretched hard hearted ſinners to turne unto Ged by. 
true Repentance, God is ſofar from refuſing you,that he rejoyceth in 
your converſion, & is more ready to receive you,than you are to come. 
And1I may fafely adde, that in ſome ſenſe God delights more ina pe- 
nitent Prodigall, than in one of his righteous children. As the good: Lule r5 
Sheepheard rejoyced more in his loſt ſheep, than in his gg. ſheep; and 
the good Woman in her loft groat ; and the good Father in his loſt Son, 
morethan in the Son that went not aſtray. Is is true, that #nocency of 
life is better, fimply-and abſolutely conſidered, then Kepentarce : And it 
is more to be deſired ro live without ſin,then to have grace to repent after 
f1n3as a whole Garmentis better than a rent Garment, and yera rent 
Garment may be ſo handſomely pecced together, that there ſhall bee 
lictledifference betweene that and a whole Garment. A penitent ſinner, 
that feclingly apprehends the great mercy of God in pardoning fo great 
a finner as he was ; the ſenſe of this diſtinguiſhing loveof God towards 
him, raiftth up his heart to-a higher pitch of zeale, and enables him to 
- draw ncere to God, with more affetion, and fervently to be more ten= 
der of fin, and to doe, and ſuffer more for God many times, than thoſe 
that are more rightcousthan he is. As ſuppole, two men at Sea, the one 
comes ſafely ro ſhore without danger, theother eſcapesto ſhore not 
withoutgreat hazzard and peril of life, He that comes without haz zard 
hath more cauſe fimply robe thankfull, yerordinarily he that had the 
great danger, our of ſenſe of his danger, will returne more praite than 
the other. Saint Pawu/laboured morechan all the other Apoltles, becauſe 
he was a greater ſinner than all the other Apoſtles, and had obtained 
greatet mercy. Therefore Mary Magaalen loved much, becanſe much. 
was forgiven her, We never read thartthe blefled Virginever came to 


waſh-tbe Feet of Chrilt with ber teares. But Mary A-:gdaler ,o great. 
D 3 ſinner . 
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finner ſhe did it, and ſhecomesfirſt tothe Sepulcher, and afterwards 
(as ſome report) (he ſpent thirty yeares in Gallia Narbonerſ in weeping 
for her ſinnes. Gregory bringsche example of David, who after he had 
obtained pardon for murdering Uriah, and committing adukery with 
Bathſheba, fell alonging for the water of Bethlehem ; but when the 
2 Sam. 23. water was brought, Hee powred it forth before the Lord, and would not 


15,16. agdrinke of it, becauſe it hazzarded the lives of his men, Obſervehow ten. 


. derof (11 David was after his Repentance. Hethat before had fpilc in- 
nocent blood, is now troubled in conſcience, for putting the lives of his 
men in jeapotdy :  Hethat before longed for another mans wife , doth 
now repent, for defiring another man: water.. Bernard brings the ex- 
ample of Peter, who before his deniall,confidently cold Chrilt, Though 
all forſooke him, yet he would not ; yet afterwards, when he had repenccd 
of his denying of Chriſt, he was fo render,that when Chriſt purpoſedly 
asked him three times," Love#t thou me more than theſe? he anſwers not 
comparatively, as before, but poſitively, Onely Lord thor knoweſt I love 
thee. And this is another provocation, to exhort all ſinners, tolay hold 
upon this holy Anchor, this wrath-charming Repentance. Come all 
ye Prodigall children, all yee loſt ſheep that have goneaſtray ; Behold 
your Heavenly Father is not onely ready,burt joyful toreceive you, & if 
rightly underftood,more joyfulthan in his faithful children, Was there 
ever mercy liketothis? Qhthat we had heartsto embrace it ! And the 
greater any man is in eſtate,and parts,the niore honour God ſhal have, 
iffach a man will turne to God this day, Great men are the Looking- 

laſſe of the Countrey, where they live,according to which moſt men 

; dreſſe themſelves: If they bee wicked, the whole Countrey is much the 
£40 gral- worſe for them. The vices of Rulers are rules of Vices: Quicquid facinnt 
pr pracipere videntur:\f the head be giddy ghemembersrecle, If theliver be 
(cz5ialum, fainted, the body is dropfie. Fereboam made all {{rae/to fin. But when 
great men prove good men,it is not to be expreſſed what good they doe. 

\ 3,18. 8. When Criſps the chiefe Ruler of the Synagogue beleeved onthe Lord many 
of the ( orinthians hearing beleeved alſo. When the Maſter of the Family 

was convertcd, his whole Family were alſo baptized. The Lord make 

: all great men good men,and good men (of parts & abilities) great men. 
Day it 2. Asthis Reformation muſt beperſonal,fo alſo it muſt be nationa]). 
al, For ſofaiththe Text, Ifthat Nationagainſt which,&c, A particular man 
by turning unto God,may turn away a particular judgement:But when 

the ſins of a Nation are general, & the judgements upon a Nation gene- 

rall,the turning muſt be general. if the Sea hath broken the banks, and 
overflowt: the Country, itis notthe care ofone or two men, by repai- 


ring their banks, that can prevent the inundation. Even ſo when God is 
| OVETs 
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over-flowinga Land with a generall deſtrution -, there muſt be @' ge- 


nerall endeayour to make up the whole: breach, There muſt be a Court. 
Reformation, 2 Countrey-Reformation, a City-Reformation, Church 
and State-Reformation, a Generall-Reformation. 
Bur how ſhall wee doeto obtain this generall Reformation? 
* Two wayes. | 


If yourhat arethe repreſentative Body of this Nation, as you ſtand 4»ſv. 


under this relation, be reformed, the Nation it felf raay be ſaid to be re- 
formed. For you arethe Nation repreſentatively, virtually,and eminent=- 
ly ; you ſtand inthe place of the whole Nation ; and if you Rand for 
Gods cauſe, the whole Nation doth it in you. Oh let it not befaid that 
the Reformers of others, need Reformationthemielyes! If the ey be dark, 
how great is that darkneſſe ? 8c. If theSalc that faſeneth other things, 
be unſavoury,wherewithall ſhall it beſeaſoned'? This ische firſt way. 
The ſecond way to reform a Nation, is, when you that are the repre» 
ſentative Body of che Nation do, as much'asin you liech, to reform the 
Nation you repreſent. This is a duty that God requires and expects from 


your hands. It was the complaint of Nehemiah,chat the Noblesof Tekos Neb.3.rs- 


ah did net put their necks tothe yoak of the Lord,chis was a great blemiſh 


rothem.Ler not,I beſcech you,the like brand of infamy be caft upon any . 


of you. It cannot be denycd, but that chis'Nation-needs Reformation, 
not only in reference to the Common-wealth, bur alſo-to the Church. 
The Prophetin theninth verſe, compares a Nation to a Hoyſe that needs 
building,and to an Orchard that needs planting. And ſure it is, that the 
Hauſe of this Nation is much out of repair : the Houſe of the Lord lieth 
waſte,and there is,mmuch rubbiſh in ic. Many pollutions have crept into 
our Doctrine, mach defi lement intoiour worſhip, many illegall Inno- 
vations have been obrruded/upon us; the very poſts and pillars of this 
Houſe, many of them are rotten, the[ſtones are looſe and uncemented ; 

the Houſe exceedingly divided; and diſtracted with diverfity:of opini- 

ons, the very foundations teady-tÞ fhake,. and the Houſe to fall down 

about our eats, The Garden of this Nation is over-grown with weeds, 
20d thereare many not only unprofirable, but hurrfull Treesplanted in 

this Garaen.Now this is the great work that the Lord requireth at your 
hands, On yee Worthics of 1ſrae/{ To flubupall theſe wnproficab'e 
Trees, and to repair the breaches of Gods Houſe; to build it up inirs 

beaury, according tothe patterne inthe Mount, and to biidgvs back 

not only toour firſt Reformationin King Edwards dayes, butro reform 
the Refarmation it ſelf. For we were then newly crept out of Popery,and 
(like unto men that come newly outof priſon wherethey haye been. 


long detained) it was impoſſible bur our garments fhouid fincll a little: 
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of the dungeon from whence we came. Tt isſaid of Lazarws, that when 
hee came firſt out of the.grave, Hee came forth bound hand and foot with 
grave clothes,and his face was bound abomt with a napkin. So it was with 
us in our firit Reformation; it was a moſt bleſſed and glorious work, 
like the reſurre&ion from the grave : but yetnotwithſtanding wee came 
out of thisgrave bound hands and feet with our grave-clothes,andeyes- 
blinding napkins; wee brought many things out with us which ſhould 
have been left behind, Our Saviour Chriſt roſe fromthe dead , and left 
all his /zner clothes behind him. So muſt we bury all ſuperſtitious ce- 
Temonies in the grave of oblivion,and perfeR a Reformation according 
tothe word of God. And as our Saviour Chriſt in the place fore-men- 
tioned, commanded his Diſciples to unbind Lazarm,and to take away 
his graye-clothes : Oh that you alſo would command the Apoſtles of 
Chritt, the faithfull and learned Miniſters of this Kingdome, to meet in 
a free Nationall Synod , for to enform you about the taking away of 
theſe grave-cloths, and eyes-blinding napkins, or whacſoeverelſe ſhall 


. appear to be prejudiciall tothe piety and purity of Gods worſhip. Bur 


S'eidan. 
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then I domoſt earne(ily beſeech you to take heed, thatthoſe whom you 
callcothis Synod, -benot like unto the Cardinalls and Prejates who 
met at Roxze,to conſult about Reformation ofthe Church,of whom Le. 
ther ſpeaks ; That they were like unto Foxes, that came toſweep a houſe 
full of duſt with their rails,and in ſtead of ſweeping our the duit, they 
ſwept it all aboutthe houſe, and made a great ſmoak forthe while, but 
when they were gone,theduft fell all down again.I doubt not but if this 
motion ( which I offer in all humility) ſucceed, your Wiſcdoms will be 
carefull ro make ſuch qualifications, both of the Perſons that are to 
chooſz,and co be choſen, that no Miniſter liable to any juſt exception, 
ſhall have a voyce inthis Synod, for fear leſt our greateſt remedy prove 
to beour greateſt ruine, Bur this by the way. - a 

Oh that the Lord would make mean inſtrument this day, toencou- 
rage you to go on in the work of Reformation. For Sons ſake 1 will nor 
hold my peace, and for Jeruſalems ſake 1 will not reSt, wnti!! the righteouſ- 
neſſe thereof go forth as brightneſſe,and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth, Ariſe,ariſe, have mercy upon Sion, for the time to favour her, yea, 
the ſer time ts come : Let it pity youtoſee Sion inthe duſt. Let this be the 
produd of this ſolemn Faſt,ro quicken you toa NationallReformation. 
W hen Moſer had been'converfing with God' his face ſhone when hee 
came down, You are now converfing with God in the Mount, 
Oh that your lives might ſhine forth in holineſſe, after this day : 
and that it may bee with you , as it was with Hezekah, when hce 
1: a!) his people kept the Pafleoyer together , the firſt thing they 
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did.beforc the killing of the Paſſcover was, rhe raking away all > Chron, 
the Altar that were at Ieruſalem, and caſting them into the brooke 39274" S. 
Kidron, And when the Paſſcover was foie all Iſrael that were : <p 
preſent, went out to the Cities of Indah, and brake the Images in ; 
peeces, and cut downe the greves, and threw downe the high places, 
and the Altars out ef all Tudah, aud B enjamin,in Ephr aims alſo ,and 
Aaxaſſeb, nntill they had miterly deſtroyed them all.” Tipeakenot 
of any tumultuous,diſorderly,illegall way,but ofan'orderly and 
legall reformation : Which I deſire(like this of Hez:ckiah may 
bee the iſſue of this day. CS "= "AY 
The Motives are many, | | toa Refor.; 
I, If you build Gods Houſe,God will build Honks for you, mation. 
as he did for the Hebrew Mid wives, hee will blefle and proſper TI. 
you. Remember what the Prophet Haggai faith : 7s it time for EX» I. 27 
Jon, O yee, to dwell in your ſeiled houſes, and thu houſe lye waſte? 
Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord;conſider your wayes, Yee have F288: 1,4, 
Sowne muth, aud bring in little, yee cat but yee have not enough, yee 5:67) B, Ye 
cloath you, but there 15 none warns; and hee that earneth wages, ear= 
weth wages to put it into a bag with holes, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Conſider your wayes, goe np to the Mountaine, axd bring wood and 
build the houſe,and I will tae pleaſure in it and Twill bee glorified, 
ſaith the Lord &c,Read alſo Yerſe, 0,10,11. *' - | CIO 
2, Conlider what foratcai faith unto Eſther, Thinke nos 7; 
with thy ſelfe that thou ſhalt eſcape in the Kings houſe wore then all : 
the Tewes, for if thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this time, then 
ſhall there enlargement,and deliverance ariſe to the Tewes froms jines 
ther place; But thou and thy Fathers Houſe ſhall bee deſtroyed. Aud 
who knowetb whether thou art come to the Kingdome, for ſuch a 
time as this? AS Terome ſaid concerning the day of judgement, 
That whether hee did eat,or drinke,or whatſoever hee did,hee 
did always hcare the voicc of the Arch-Angell, Ariſe yoe dead, 
and. come to judgement. So doc I defire-that' you would atall: 
times, and in alt places, xemember and conſider this ſoul- 
awakening ſpeech of 2dordecas and Eſther, - 
\ 3. Conſider the famous examples of Ezra, Os ; 
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; Zernbbabel, what carc and paines they-tooke for tho rebnilding, Eſth, it, 
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' notonely of the Walles,but alſo of the Temple of Jerw/alens. It 73» !4» IF. 


1s not enough to ſet the State in tune, but you mult remember - 

to repairc the Templealſo, Bee not afraid of Tobiah, Sanballar, by 

or ofany other enemy. #9 art thou O great Mountains? Be- Zach, 4 7, 
Fm MS gl ns Atl” ee tg FE ao a - fore x 
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; . :..ault bee like frbanaſies, who ! 
\' * Eoaitone, end an Adkenant, A. Lakdfowr by his rifeblocar- 


pezit: owne. cxainple , aith Terzallian , Dedicavit  panitentiam in 


Ezek, 18, which God not onely cominands, and entreateth, but ſwcarcth 
Tertull. 


heg fwears, and if wee live not as wee beleeve. | 
Queſt. Willa nationall reformation certainely divert Gods judges 
K; ments from a Nation? Did not Joſiah reforme, and yet it is 
* BUE- 23 exprefſcly laid, That notwithſtanding this Reformation, Ter the 
Lord turned not from the fercentfſe of ins great wrath, wherewith 
by euger 4s kindled againſt Indah, © of all the provocations 
; .. T+ A-:nationall xcforination will certainely deliver us from 
everlaſting miſery. 2, It is Gods ordinary- way for the re- 
movcallof temporall judgements, There is no inſtance fully 
again(t it, bat.chus of Zof6: but to this it may bee replied; that 
Toſinhs reformation mn reference to the multitude, * a$hypo- 
criticall; and therefore it did onely prorogue and adjourne; bat 
not totally remove Gods wrath,. [That it was ſo inregard of 
. the peaple, appcares, fer. 3, 10. Andyet for all thu her trearhe« 
. *1_... r9w4:fter Inanin bath net 1arned unto mee with her whole heart bat 


. Famnedljeſeairbiihe Lord, Afincere nationall turning will certaine= 
ly divert nationall judgements, and procure nationall bleflings. 

-If wee will not tarne, reforme, and repent ofour ſinnes, 
God willrepent with a mew kind of repentance, hee will not 
FopeNe 
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report of the evill, but ropent that hee hath repented of the evil, © 
hee will repexs of the yon. wherewith hee ſaid hee wEald bene 
fit us. And this leads me to che. fourth Do@rinall- eonclulion: 
That when God beginnes to build and plant a Nation, if that Do@. 4, 
Nation doe cvill ja Gods ſight, God-will unbuild, pluck up, : 
» andrepcat of the good hee intended to doc unto it, This is a 
point of great concernment , expreſſely- ſet downe in; the 
io, Verſe. It is certaine that God hath begunne to build and 
plant this Nation, and. hee hath made you his inſtruments 
{Right Honourable Jia this great worke. Wee read, Zechary 
1, 19. Of fowre horns which. ſcattred Indah, and Iernſal:ns, By 
theſe foure horns, are meant all the cnemics of Gods people 
that are alwayes puſhing atthem, and goaring of them : and 
Ferſe 20, Wee read of foure { arpenters whom God raiſed up 
to fray away theſe horns. Such Carpenters have you beene un» 
"tous, You havcknockt off all thoſe hornes, wherewith thefat © 
Buls of Baan puſhcd at us; You have-cndeavoured to nnder- 
prop the Houſe of this Kingdome, and to keepe it fromfal- 
; ling : You have ſ{tub'd up many unprofitable Trees, and taken 
away (atleaſt in your endcavours) many rotten polis,you have 
removed a great deale of rubbidge; You have bcene our-£6ed- 
welech's to releaſe our Teremics out of the Dungeon, Indeed 
you have done marvellous things, bleſſed bee the Name of the 
Lord 1 And wee have cauſe to bee inlarged in much thankeful- - + + 
nefle, though you never have oportanity to doe more” fortus, 
Ezra bleſſed God rhat. had given them a little reviving trthtir 
bondage. A: man that hath beene for -many yeares inadarke 
Dungeon, will rejoyee exceedingly fora little ereviſe of light, 
though never ſo little, Wee have beene in the Dungeon of 
deſpaire, and wee blefſe God for the* little ereviſe-offight itt 
in by your meanes. - Fee have yer among the pots (inter ollas fu- 
liginoſas) ſullied with filth, and there is acreviſe ofhope(in the 
Valley of Achor) that wee fall bee as the wings of a Dove; cob 
wered with ſilver, and ltr feathers with yellow gold. And though OO 
i] this Child of hope bee butyetan Enbrid; Fee will nor aeſpife Zac: 4. 10. 
the day of little things}, Whetr Exr# had laid the fomidation Ezraio-11, 
of the Temple, there was great joy and rejoycing. Weedoubt 
not but there is a foundation laidofbetter times,andſucha foun+ 
dation which ſhall never bee taken away, The Lord recotn- 
pennant hagapice poyſmes tlie} CpoHyONe FEI And 
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Nehe. 33+ yct.Ict mecadde one word asa parenthefis; that Nehemiah af+ 
** 22+ ter all hjs good ferviceshee had done for the Church,tub-joyng 
thele words, Remember mee, O my God, concerning this, 
and ſpare mee; hee begs pardon for his Noble workeut Re- 
formation. Bleſſed be Godherc is hope of a faire tuilding and of 
a moſt bcautifull Paradiſe, it things tucceed as they have tegun; 
But now marke the DoQrine, When God begins to buila,and 
lant, if that Nation doe evill , God will un-t vild what hee 
Fath built, pluck up what he hath plantcd, Fice wil repent of the 
good, &c, For you mult know ,that God repents as weil of his 
mcrcies, as of his jadgements, When God had made SavZ 
King, and he proved ſtubborne and dſobedient, God repented 
that ever he made him King, When God. ſaw that the wicked- 
. , ncfſcof theold World was great upon carth , Hee was gricved 
Gene- 6. 1 the very heart, and repented thar ever he made man, When 
xz Sam, 6. David was bringiog home the Arke with great pompe, becauſe 
4 it was not brought home 1n due order ; and becauſe of Yzzah's 
fin, God repeated of what he was doing, and the Arke ſtayed 
in the middle way. When the people of 1/-ae! were come out 
of Egypt, and very neere Canaas ; becauſe they brought an 
evill report upon the Land of Caraan,and murmurcd, The Lord 
repents of what. he had-done,and carries them back 2gaine forty 
yeares journey through the vaſt howling Wilderneſfle, 
Reaſon. 3+ Becauſe Gods Covenant with anation is conditional. Tt 
x, Is quamdiuſebene geſſerit, It that Nation obey my voice , then 
| will I build jt and plant-it: but it-it difobey my voice, then will 
3 Chron, 1 pluck ir up,pull-it downe,and deſtroy it. The Lords with you, 
15.2 mWhilegee bevjth him © audif yee ſecke hin he will be fond of you : 
3 Sam. 12+ byes of you forſake him , he will for/ake you, If you ave wickedly, 
23 you ſoall periſh, both you andyour King. - .... © | 
'2, * . 2+, Becauſe that finne is ſo pernicious to 4 Kingdome, that 
where (innerules, there God'and his. mercy will notabide. Sin 
takes.away the fayour aft God , by which all-nations ſubſil, 
And if Gods favour be gone., all jis.gone. Sinne diſſolves the 
. very Jaynts &Sjnewes of aNation,Religion maintains and ups 
holds Kingdomes, The 7795ans had their Balladiun; , as long 
as that was ſafe, they were ſafe, The Romanrhad their »Anciles 
as long as that was kept , they were ſecure. The 1/7aclites had 
their Arke , as long as that was ſure, there was a defence upon 
Mount Sion, Puge and undefiled Religion , is the P/laciwnm 
| - __ ene pine bes 1 


ho 


pn CEE EIS 


- .. the Honourable Hewſe of Commons. © 29 
the excile, the Arke, to preſerve Kingdomes; :But' finne be. , 2 +71 
trayeth Religion into the hands: of ſuperſtition and idolatry. | 
Sinne is a Serpent 1n the boſpme , a thiefe in the houſe, poyſox at 
the ſtomack, a ſw«rd At the very heart of a Nation. If the Ser- 
pert te in the boſome, it will bite ; if a #brefe iD the houſe, hee 
will ſtcale ; If poy/oz -in the ftomack, it will paine us ; if a 

ſword at the heart, 1t will kill us, | _ | 

Hence we may lcarne what the reaſon is of the great delay 7. 
10 the rcforaation of the Church ; why the child of Re- 
formation ſticks in the birth 5 why the hand of mercy begins 
to be pulled in.z and why. many obſervers of the times begin 
to feare that this 1s not, as yet,the appointed time wherein God . 
will have mercy upon S1on, Lam very conhdent, that the fault 
is not 1n you to whom I ſpeake; but it is laid downe, 2 Chr, 
20,33. Howbgit the high places were not taken away : for as yet 
the people had not prepared their hearts nxto the God. of their 
Fathers, The people of the 1and would not beare a tho- 
row Reformation. I deny not but that the Land in which wee 
live, is a lazd of wprightneſſe , As many amongſt us truly religi- 
ous, as in any place inthe world , of the like bigneſle.; But yet Ef. 26+ 
the Bulke of our people are wicked, and:their hearts are not as 
yet prepared to the yoke. ot the Lord. Oderune vincula pictatts. 
They are unformed themſclves ; and: it is no wonder they are 
ſo oppoſite to a thorow Reformation, It may be fſaid.of many 
amonglt us , as Zeremy did once lay of. his people, The Prophets ler, 5. 31). 
prophe fie folſely, anid the Prieftls bearerwle by their meanes, and my 
people bove to have it ſa; and what will ge doe in the end thereof > 
Now it is this finneof the Land that weakens your hands , and 
divides you ſometimes one from another , and keeps you.from 
perſeRiog this great worke of-Reformation.. And.I conceive 
no way better to remedy this; than by ſending a wes [and 
painefull Miniſtery thorowout the Kingdome. For,if you will 
be plcaſed ta pbſerve, you will-find that thoſe places. which are 
radeſt, and moſt ignorant, moſt irregular.z and where the leaſt 
Preaching hath-beene,are rhe,greatelt enemics to Reformation, . 
This'is a worke wotthy of-ſerious conſideration, The Lord (ti 
uj.our hearts to conſider it, and open..our cycs alſo, clearly t 
percctve that there are more with you , then againit you ; and4 
that when God reformes a Nation , he doth not find us prepa- 
red, but he makes us prepared. When Gad ſheweth.merey to a' 
dedon.thae gpeth power with the cugrey 2 bags We NEG, 


Exck36.24,31,36,27,25;. If 
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. | If whana Nation dothevill in Gods ſight,God-willrepetne 


_ of the good he intended, '8&c. Let us repent of ourevils com- 


mitted againſt God, that he-may not repent of the good he in- 
tends to docunto us, -Chufe-which'you will, If we repent,& c, 
God will repert of theevill;cc, If we repent not, God will re 
port of the: gopd,. &-6, And ſuffer me to tell you. That when 
Ged beginsto draw back his mercies from a Nation, that Nati- 
on is in a wofull plight, God repented that hee made theold 
World ; And what followed ? The next newes you hear, is, 
they were-all drowned. Hee repented that he had made Saul 
King,and the next news we hearo, is, That he wasTejeted from 
being King. Herepented that he had brought the Ifraclites out 
of Egypt 3 and therenpon hee carrics them backe againe , and 
ſwears that not one of them ſhould enter into Carans, but that 
all their catkaſes ſhould periſh in the Wildernefle. It is God 
onely. that can build and plant a Nation, Hee is the only Are 
chite& that can build our waſte places, and make up our dila- 
pidations, though never ſo great ; he is the only Gardner to 
pluck up'our Weeds, and to plant uſefull and fruitfull Trees in 


; He Orchard ofthis Nation: And if: he pleaſe he can doe it,and 
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Deut, 28. 


68. laſt and greateſt curſe, theearned againſt 


that inarinſtant with a word fpeaking, For ſo it is in the 
Text, eNt what inftans I ſpeake concerning a Nation to build, and 
70 plant it : Though the' Houſe of the Kingdome be never fo 
much outof repairs, God can in an inſtant build us, and plant 
1; md make us better then over, ©: But if God begin torepent 


: of whathchath done, woe to the Nation ; For except the Lord 


wldrche Houfe, they Inbdyr in vain that builds it, in vaine to riſe 
pearly; and to ſit up late &-c.God will unravell all, and though 
he hath brought us'neere Cavaan, he will carry us back againe, 
and make nsto hs {me fora Reformation, or it may 
be ficewilliatlalt earry us back againe to Pope, which was.the: 
the'people of Z/racl, 

and it is the greateſt miſery that-cancome upon this Nation. 
* 'But on the contrary, if we turne frot'our evill waycs, God 
will perfe& his buildingand finiſhhis phntation;he will make 
$a glorious Paradife, art habitation fit for himſelfe to dwell ins 
* will fet 'up his 6rdinances aftera. parermanner, and watch: 
over us for good, from the beginning of the yeare tothe end of 
it. Oh that theſe words of mine-might-be as goads;, andas 
nails to faſten this porttupon your hearts\that it may:take 
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ſome will ſay , That this doftrine-is as: common asithehigh- 
way 8 It istrc, It is & commas highway, but it is ehe-high way to 
heaven, And though it be not a DoQtine to glut your cars, 
yet it 3s ſaven”y meat, ſuch as [asob provided for Eſan , whereby 
be obtained rhe bleſſing. Turne or burno for ever in Hell, Let 
every man labour firit to turne himſclfe , and then letns endea- 
vour to rcforme one another. There is a-great complaint in 
the Kingdom. The Miniſters complain of their pcople,that they 
are tions, feditious,covetons,diſ-reſpeRful of the Miniſte= 
ry,&C. And that becauſe they do.notreform;therfore the judge 
ments of God are not turned -away from us, The ipeoplocom- 
plaine of their Miniſters,that they are dumb dogs, greedy dogs 
whichcan never have enough, & that-they are'ſuperſtitions,more 
for pomp then ſubſtance ; and that untill the ſcandalous Mini= 


ſers be removed,Gods heayy hand wil never be removed from - 


us. The rich complaine ofthepoore; that theyare lazy,8:ithee> 
viſh, T hepoor of the rich;that they Do and hard hearted. 
The ſuperiours cry eut againſt their inferiours, & the inferiouts 
againſt the ſuperiours, And becauſe every man expeAs when his 
neighbour ſhould turne, hence it commethto paſſe thatno man 
in particular turnes. Wee: look for that in another, which wee 
forget to doin our ſelves, I know no way to'reeondatk. thindi. 
vifion,but by railing a new diviſion,and by perſwading al ſorts 
of people to ſtrive, who ſhould beethe firſt in turning to God, 
who ſhould firſt get into Chriſt, who ſhould firſt get. into the 
arke,Eycrymanfſtrives for worldly:precedencytOb letus firive 
for this ſpiritual precedency 1-It'is-no pride in this t» yo onebe= 
fore another. He is the humbleſtthat goeth firſt, Andbeing refor= 
med in our own perſons, let us in the next place labor toreform 
one another. We are all of one nation,of one bod y,oneflcſh,one 
Charch.Thercis a National Communion,a Moral Communion, 
a Political: Communion, a Spirituz) Communion artongft us, 
I'nay adde, Thereis a Communionin miſery, Weare alin the 
ſame codemmation.Let uslabour<to pitty-one another;&toturn 
one another, Let every man ſearchwhatdruvkard,whatiwearer, 
what adulterer, 8c, He hath in his hoafe& cither cauſe the fie to 
depart Fomtheperſon, arboth finandpetion from hishot(c.: * 

- Eirſt reformeyour owne Familics; and' then you will be the 
fitter-to reforme the Family of God, Let the Maſter reforme 
his ſeryant, the Fatherhis childe, the Husband his.wife. Will 
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a man keepe a ſeryant in his houſe all night, 1f he were _—_ 
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he,would murther:him-before-tnorning ? Such x Table abiy 
It willmurcher fouleand-body, -Lot-us caſt it ewAyiirolS4 
ſclycs; and fromour familigs. | ntl b NG ot 
©: There is one-motiye marc, and that is fromthe apdeyou-are 
ſending to, Irelavd, to :diſtrefſed: Ireland, that at this.inltant, 
callsto #nglardwithalowd eryforhelpe and afliftance.Ldoyat: , 
not,:but-you arc {enkible that delay is a$bad as deniall almott,. I: 
ſhall offer-onely.one Text to be confidered-o0n; when you ſend. 
forth.your helpc, and that is Dewt.'2 3: 9 Hnenth: Hoſt " 
forth.againft their enemies.theu keeps thee froms.euer y wicked Ming. 
AIfiigns bein the Hoſt5-it will make you turne-your backsupon: 
your enemies ; Turne:to:God, and he will make your enemies: 
-turne their. backs upon you.: - . . notfot:; ye 2 
- Butitis not in my power:to turn,unles I were | pI 
{.1:Janſwer with Maſter Bradford;that we.multiult goc to the. 
Grammgr-ſchoole of Repentance, before we can beadmittgd, 
to.tho-Virtyetfity: of Poedellinadinn. It js: not-a diſpute! abqui; 
Predeſtination:that will:terne away Gods wrath, but-it-is the: 
pragiſcofhumiliationand-reformatioo. It..is moſt -certaine,. , 
that God.is not the;caule. of apy mans;/damnation, Hee found ; 
us fratrs in. ofHew, but madenonefinprs. 7 by perditiarn ts of- 
abr ſelfecdh Jie: And it is:a8 cortaine; that it is nobin Sages: | 
werof man by, nature taconvert himſelfc, - Ani that 'therefors; 
war ma wr ne 'we cannot perfortne, that wee might; 

roby take notice what we ſhould doc, ;and what wa ones: 
I ICAL CE Rangee pargne: 
to doethat which wee .cannot-doe! of:quy lelyes,, Goe toi the: 
Word, that hath a creating power: God-oftentimes-in ſpea=! 
king gives power. Goeto prayer for:converting Grace, Pray 
with «Luſty eau wh then. communiſt; and-conme, 
849d whas.tho wilt, It is ag excellent ral} obſeryed by the ſame 
Author. That theress nothing required of. 145 from Goll as a dutie- 
tn Scripture, but i: cither promiſed by God as a gift, or ſame of Gads: 
Saints hane prayed for it as agift. As for example. God: come 
mnands 13s to turne unta him, but /ererpy prayes for it; Zaruens , | 
©: Lord, and we ſank be turned And; God -promiſeth it,}Dewt,, 
30.6; Let is be therefor ſenſible of our jgability-takeepe-the;, 
commindementeof the text; and let-us- beleeyeinhis promiſe, 
to give us power t0: keepe it, and pray for the; performance of: | 
tus promilee i £ INT SS. oY Eo 
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